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Frederick Ilchman

Chairman, Save Venice Inc.

Irina Tolstoy
Chair, Educational Resources Committee, Save Venice Inc.

Save Venice Inc. believes that the encouragement of innovative academic
research keeps the past alive. Every year we promote the best in scholarship
of Venetian art and history by helping to sponsor exhibitions, conferences,
fellowships, and publications. Thus we are proud to support the exemplary
series of books “Chiese di Venezia: Nuove Prospettive di Ricerca” and, in
particular, this volume dedicated to San Pietro di Castello.

Our organization was founded in the United States as part of the inter-
national reaction to the terrible floods in Venice in November 1966. Our
principal mission has been to sponsor conservation treatments of art and ar-
chitecture in the lagoon city. Over the past 45 years Save Venice has been
responsible for hundreds of major conservation projects: preserving artistic
treasures, prompting important discoveries, and training new generations of
restorers.

We have long admired San Pietro di Castello and have made it a focus
of our attention. For example, in 1995 Save Venice funded the emergency
conservation treatment of Luca Giordano’s Madonna of the Carmelites and
Child with Souls in Purgatory. The painting had been stolen from San Pietro
in October of 1994, and was thankfully recovered on the Venetian mainland
six weeks later, but rough handling in the interim had severely damaged the
work. In 2004, an anonymous donor funded the conservation of the painting
Saint John with Saints Peter and Paul, a large canvas attributed to Paolo
Veronese; this treatment was dedicated in honor of the great scholar of Vene-
tian art, Terisio Pignatti. A few years earlier, the restoration of the Marco
Lando Chapel constituted yet another important Save Venice project, one
particularly complex because artworks that spanned over 1000 years under-
went treatment simultaneously, ranging from a Roman mosaic fragment to a
16%-century mosaic altarpiece. Appropriately, a noble 15%-century statue of
Venice’s First Patriarch, Lorenzo Giustinian, presides over this chapel.

To expand our dual commitment to art restoration and to scholarship, in

2015 Save Venice founded the Rosand Library and Study Center at Save
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